
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roman Catholic Parish of  
 

St James and St William of York      
Reading 

 
6th January 2019 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Fr John writes:

PARISH PRIEST:           Canon John O’Shea                   
Parish Secretary:                  Catherine Ledgard     
Parish Safeguarding    Ginika Okoye (StJ) 
Ministers:          Françoise Le Saux (StW) 

 

   stjames@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
St James Presbytery,  

Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, Reading, RG1 3FD   
Tel: (0118) 957 4171                                                                                 

 

St James & St William of York Reading 
   

Website: www.jameswilliam-reading.org.uk 
   
 

This parish is a part of the Roman Catholic Diocese                             
of Portsmouth Registered Charity No:  246871 

Parish Liturgies for the week commencing 16th Dec 

Sunday THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

SJ 6.00pm  Margaret FitzGerald int 

SW 9.00am  People of the parish 

SJ    11.00am     Veronica McDonagh RIP 

Monday Liturgy of the day 

SJ 12.15pm   Frances Mary Reed RIP 

Tuesday NO MASS 
    

Wednesday               Liturgy of the day       

SJ 12.15pm  Bridie Roddy’s intentions 

Thursday Liturgy of the day 

SJ  12.15pm       Cesare Paonessa RIP 

Friday Liturgy of the day 

SJ  
12.15pm Virginia D’Souza RIP 

Next Sunday            THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
SJ   6.00pm   Ivy & Bert Millam RIP 

SW   9.00am   People of the parish 
SJ 11.00am   Bob Hicks RIP 

Confessions            

SJ Saturday 5pm – 5.45pm  
Rosary – weekdays  

SJ Mon to Thu after 12.15pm Mass 

  

SJ Friday 12.45pm to 1.45pm 

Psalm Response:  All nations shall fall prostrate  
     before you, O Lord. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS    

SUN 13th Jan: Baptism of 
      the Lord. 
1st R.         Isaiah40:1-5.9-11                           
2nd R.    Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7                             
Gospel:  Luke 3:15-16. 21-22  
 

Please read these readings 
at home and listen to them 
at next Sunday’s Mass. 

 

Offertory Collection    £1607.55  
(£381.70 Gift Aid) 
Gift aid envelopes        £  113.00 
Non gift aid loose         £  489.48 
 
Thank you for your generous 
contributions. Your donations 
make the life and work of the 
parish possible.   

 

Royal Berkshire Hospital                         

Chaplain:    Fr JP Lyttle        
RBH: 322 7105                                  

Parish: 957 2149       

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?  
  

Being Confirmed as an adult or being baptised as an adult, or just 
wanting to explore further the Catholic tradition ?  No commitment is 
required.  
 

INFORMATION EVENING: 
THURSDAY 10th JANUARY AT 7.30PM IN ST JAMES PRESBYTERY. 

 

Perhaps your experience at Christmas time has given you a            
desire to know more about your faith, if so please come and 
join us.  If you know somebody who is interested in exploring 
their faith please suggest that they come and join us.  Tom, 
Pauline, Amanda and I would be pleased to meet with you—          
an opportunity not to be missed !  See you there.  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Today we mark the  arrival of ‘THE THREE WISE MEN’ from the East 
at the manger in Bethlehem to pay homage to Christ. Tradition         
suggests that the three men dressed in robes of Kings came bearing 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gold is a gift for a King.               
Frankincense used in worship of God indicates the baby is God, he is 
Christ the Lord. Myrrh was used in oil to anoint Kings. They were           
guided across the dessert through the darkness by 
the light of a star. The wise men represent all of 
us, (all nations) who are in search of Jesus Christ.   

 

20+C+M+B+19 
Epiphany is a time for asking Christ to bless the 
house.  Many inscribe on the front door in chalk 
the letters C M B, the initials of the three Kings; 
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, and the date of 
the year 2019.  Say a prayer of blessing in your 
house today.  

 

EVERY BLESSING TO YOU IN 2019 

  A New Years Prayer  

Dear Lord,                       

Thank you for a            

New Year filled with 

fresh grace & countless 

opportunities!                    

Lead me to Your heart, 

Your Word and Your 

ways, as I strive to live 

out Your love in 2018.    

Please take my hand,       

enrich my soul and let 

me walk with you. 

Amen.  



 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY MASS will 
resume with the first Mass of this term 
on Sun 20th January at 6pm at St      
Williams.  
 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY 18th—25th Jan. Ecumenical 
Service to pray for Christian Unity on 
Sun 27th Jan at Our Lady of Peace at  
3pm. All welcome.  
 

 
LECTIO DIVINA CONNECT 
GROUP to meet on Mon 7th Jan 
at 7.30pm in the Barberi room.  
 
LAUDATO SI ACTION GROUP to meet 
on Mon 7th Jan at 7.30pm in St James          
Presbytery.  
 
FAITH IN ACTION GROUP to meet on 
Wed 9th Jan at 7.30pm in St James        
Presbytery. 
 

 
LUNCHEON CLUB to meet on Thu 10th 
Jan at 12 noon at St William of York 
church.  £5 pp.  For more info please 
call the parish office. 
 
RCIA / INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
CATHOLIC info evening on Thu 10th 
Jan at 7.30pm in St James Presbytery.  

RECENTLY DIED  Joan Smith,            
Artillery Mews, Tilehurst Rd.  A long 
standing member of our parish and 
UCM. Funeral Mass on Mon 7th Jan 
12.15pm.  Cremation to follow.  Our 
sympathy to her family.                         
May she rest in peace.  

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CRIB OFFERINGS will go to 
Christian Communities in the 
Holy Land. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VACANCIES St Anne’s and St Martin’s 
Catholic Primary Schools in Caversham 
Park, are seeking a new Executive 
Headteacher and a new Head of 
School.  For more information please 
contact Jacqueline Campbell on           
bursar@st-annes.reading.sch.uk or by 
phoning 0118 937 5597.  

PLANNING A WEDDING IN CHURCH 
HERE OR ABROAD ?  

 
If you live here & are planning a 
marriage elsewhere in the UK or 
abroad, you must do the marriage 
paperwork and marriage preparation 
course here with Fr John. 
 
 

If you are planning a marriage this 
year here in the parish please contact 
Fr John to begin the marriage           
paperwork.  
 
 

Please phone the 
parish office on  
957 4171 to make 
an appointment                           
to see Fr John. 

NEW TO THE PARISH ?  Please register 
on our online parishioner database. 
Please go to our website: 
www.jameswilliam-reading.org.uk 
press the register now button, log in, 
& fill in your details, which are for  
parish use only & confidential. Don’t 
delay -   please register now ! 

SETTLEMENT SCHEME FOR EU            
CITIZENS LIVING IN THE UK  The  
Catholic Bishops “strongly oppose the 
decision to charge people for securing 
the rights they already have” £65 for 
an adult and £32.50p for a child under 
16 to stay in the UK after Brexit.  
They feel this is “unjust and divisive”.  
3 million EU citizens live in the UK, 
many of whom are Catholic and at 
least 1 million are Polish.  If any of 
our parishioners are concerned please 
contact Fr John.  Copies of the             
Bishops statement are available at the 
back of the church  

 
SUNDAY MASS IN HOSPITAL Every        
Sunday in the RBH Chapel at 4pm.   
Patients, staff and visitors are all           
welcome. 

 
WANTED digital sound engineer: 
email English Martyrs Parish Office             
englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
GOOD COUNCIL NETWORK ask us to 
pray and fast on Sat 12th Jan, for the 
end of abortion and euthanasia in this 
Country. Your prayer and fasting is 
urgently needed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHOLIC WOMAN’S ORGANISATION 
OF NIGERIA PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE.  
A new group approved by the Bishop. 
Inaugural Mass on Sun 17th Feb at St 
Michael’s Basingstoke at 1.30pm.  
Open to all women - see poster in 
porch.  

This Sun 6th January  
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
 
BAPTISM  we welcome into 
our parish community Leo 
Jwaidgh Tomlinson son of 
Edward & Natalia being  
baptised at St James at 
1.00pm  

TALK “Experience Medjugorie and 
Our Lady’s Messages”: On Sat 5th Jan 
by Fr Leon Pereira, Chaplain to the 
Medjugorie English Speaking Pilgrims 
at Our Lady of Peace. Adoration at 
11.00am, Holy Mass at 12. (Bring a 
packed lunch) and talk and             
Benediction. 

GOOD SHEPHERD charismatic prayer 
group are meeting on Wed 9th Jan at 
7.30pm in  Barberi Room. Info from Liz   
Tanner on 0778 055 3077 after 1pm. All 
welcome. 

FR JOHN would like to thank you 
for your generous Christmas        
offerings, Christmas cards & 
gifts. Please be assured your 
kindness,  generosity, 
love and support are 
deeply appreciated. 
 
May God bless you all 
for your kindness and for your 
generosity.  

Next Sun 13th January  
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD. (This 
ends the Christmas season). We hear 
of another revelation and the                
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry 
after he had been immersed in the 
water of the Jordan River by John 
the  Baptist. 
 
FOLK GROUP at 9am & 11am           
Masses. 
 
LAUDATO SI ACTION GROUP launch 
4th leaflet on Biodiversity. 
 
CONFIRMATION session at 12.15pm 
at St James. 
 
TAMIL MASS ay 5pm (Rosary at 
4.30pm). 

TEA & COFFEE Please join us for 
tea & coffee which is 
served after 9am and 11am 
Masses on Sundays.  All are 
most welcome. 

ONLINE SUNDAY READINGS                        
REFLECTIONS  

 

¶ Southwark diocese on your     
tablet / smartphone or pc:  
www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/  

  
¶ St  Buenos Outreach go to           

www.stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com 
 

¶ A daily email from the Bible 
Society with a reflection:  
www.biblesociety.org.uk   

 

¶ The Wednesday Word go to 
www.wednesdayword.org 

 

¶ Lectio Divina resources from 
css@usccb.org 

  

¶ www.Pray-as-you-go.org            
A daily audio reflection on the 
daily mass readings.   

PLANNING A BAPTISM ? To book and 
register please make an appointment 
to see Fr John 957 4171. 
 

Baptism Preparation on 
Saturdays at 10am-
11.15am on 19th Jan & 
2nd  Feb (must attend 
both). 


